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the step of administerir.g a polyiiuclaotide, polypeptide, antagonist andMr agonist of 
the invention to a hvperttopliic scat or keloid. 

Wifhrn one embodiment of the present invention poi>T»uc!eoi3des, 
polypeptides, antagonists and/or agonists are diresctly injected into a h>t}ertrDphic scar 
5 or Moid, in order to prevent the progression of these lesions. This tlierapy is of 
particular vaiae in Ste prophylactic treatment ef conditions which are known to result 
in the dcfveiopraent of hypertrophic scars and keloids (e.g,, bums), and is preferably 
initiated after the proliferative phase has had time to progress (approxiniately J 4 days 
after the initial injury), but before hypertrophic scar or keloid development. As noted 

10 ^ove, the present invention also provides tnethods for treating, prevenlirig, md/or 
dia^osing neova^cuiar diseases of the eye, including for example, corae&l 
neovascularization, aeovascular glaucoma, proliferative diabetic retinc^athy, 
retrotetal jRbropiasia and njacalar degeneration. 

Moreover, Ocular diseases, disorders, mdJtx conditions associated with 

15 neovascularization which can be treated, prevented, smd/or diagnosed with the 
.poiynucleotides and polypeptides of the present invetjtion (iacluding agtstists and'or 
antagonists) iad«de, but are not fimitcd to: neovascular glatjcoma, diabetic 
retinopathy, retinoblastoma, retroleatal fibroplasia, uvdtis, retinopathy of prenaatarity 
macitiar degeneration, corneal graft neovascularization, as well as other eye 

20 innammaiory diseases, ocular tumors and diseases ^soeiated wift choroidal or iris 
neovascuiarixation. See, e.g., reviews by Waltman et al.. Am- J. Ophthal 85:704-710 
(1978) and Gartner ei aL, Sun: Ophthal. 22:29 i -3 1 2 {1 97S). 

Thns, within one aspect of llie present invention methods arc provided for 
treating or preventing neovascular diseases of tiie eye such as conieal 

25 neovascularization (including corneal graft neovascularization), comprising the st^ 
of administering to a patient a therapeutically effective amount of a compound (as 
dcscrihed above) to the comes, such that the fomtalion of blood vessels is inhibited 
Briefly, the cwnea is a tissue which normally lacks blood vessels- In certain 
pathological conditions however, capillaries may extend into the cornea &om the 

30 pericorneal vasculai' plcx«.s of the limbiis. When tlie cornea becomes vascularized, it 
also becomes clouded, resulting in a decline in the patient's visual acuity. Visual loss 
may become complete if fiie cornea completely opacitates. A wide variety of 



